The Office of Safe Environment
Attention New Principles

In an effort to stop the sexual abuse of minors and to establish safe environments for children and young adults within our parishes, schools, and diocesan programs, the Diocese of Madison has chosen to utilize the instructional training program Protecting God’s Children™ created by VIRTUS®. Through this program the Office of Safe Environment seeks to provide parishioners with an awareness and educational training session in order to raise cognizance of the dangers and warning signs of sexual abuse of minors, and to train staff, volunteers, and parents to establish safe environments for children and youth that will help prevent sexual abuse. 

Those designated as facilitators (Principals) need to complete both sessions: Protecting God’s Children™ for Adults and Protecting God’s Children™ for Facilitators. It is preferable to complete the Protecting God’s Children™ for Adults first. 

*Protecting God’s Children™ for Adults is an awareness and educational session which all members of parish and diocesan staff (clergy and laity) and volunteers (such as coaches, tutors, mentors, aides, chaperones) will be expected to attend. These sessions last between 2 and 3 hours, depending on the size of the group and number of questions.

*Protecting God’s Children™ for Facilitators is a more comprehensive session which includes the Protecting God’s Children™ for Adults material as well as training to facilitate the awareness program for others in the diocese. The facilitator will be instructed on how to respond to questions asked by participants and how to lead a constructive discussion on the topic presented.  
If you attended the Virtus® “Protecting God’s Children™ program for Adults” in the past and it’s documented with the Diocese of Madison’s Safe Environment Office, there is no need to retake the class. If however, you are in need of the class, please call your safe environment coordinator in your parish and register for a class. The Facilitators class will be held this fall and will be coordinated with Catholic Schools. Information regarding the class will be provided at the All Principals meeting on August 11, 2011.

In addition to these sessions, VIRTUS® has developed on-line training sessions for individuals who are responsible for programs and systems for youth: Principals, DREs, CREs, AREs, and Youth Ministers. This on-line training consists of bimonthly bulletins which supplement the training received in the Protecting God’s Children™ for Adults sessions. It is expected that these individuals who are responsible for programs and systems for youth will complete the additional on-line training and share these bulletins with those whom they supervise (teachers, staff, catechists, chaperones, etc.). 

By participating in these sessions, you will become a part of the solution to the problem of child sexual abuse in our parishes and communities. 
Cheryl. R. Splinter

Director of the Office of Safe Environment

Phone: 608-821-3133
Email: ose@straphael.org

