Possible Homily Content
· On Announcement Weekend, 2nd Sunday of Lent, both readings and the gospel speak to our need to hear the word of God and have faith in his directions to us.  

· In the first reading, we hear the familiar story of Abraham who is tested as he follows God’s instruction to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham does as he is asked without doubt or question. At the last moment God rescinds His instructions and abundantly rewards Abraham’s faith. 

· In the second reading Paul tells the Romans that God has given us his Son and that only God can judge us. He tells us that Jesus is at the right hand of God and will intercede for us. 
· Finally, in the Gospel, Mark relates the story of Christ’s transfiguration and God’s direction to “Listen to Him”.  
· We all know in our hearts that we should trust in God’s directions to us. It is in following those directions in difficult times that we waiver. Picture how each of us would react if God as of us what He asked of Abraham. Although God spared Isaac, He actually sent His Son to suffer and die for our salvation.

· The Gospel tells us to listen to Jesus. Do we do that in our every day challenges or just on Sunday during the readings? The Word must be in our lives 24/7. We are responsible not just for following God’s direction ourselves but also for proclaiming it to others.
· Our parish serves as our gathering point, our temple, where we are helped to practice and strengthen our faith.  We strive to reach out to others so that they will feel God’s love and hear His Word.  However, we cannot stop at the boundaries of our parish.  We are part of the Universal Church and part of our local Church, the Diocese of Madison.

· It is as part of the Diocese that we can multiply the expression of the Word of God and touch many thousands of people whom we could never reach on our own or as a parish.    

· Mention ways in which diocesan programs benefit your parish, its staff, volunteers and members.

· (This point is critical) Stress that the Appeal that supports the work of the Diocese is not just another special collection.  Rather, it is the one time during the year that all Catholics are asked to make a significant financial gift to our Diocese so that it can meet the spiritual, educational and temporal needs of parishes, schools, and the people throughout our Diocese. By making a monthly pledge, we can each give a larger amount to fund the important work of our Diocese.              
· Inform people that next week at all Masses, Bishop Morlino, in his recorded homily, will be asking those, who have not yet contributed to make a commitment using a pledge envelope that will be provided during Mass.

· Ask them to read the campaign information that they will receive along with today’s bulletin.  Prayerfully reflect on the generosity of God in their lives and decide upon a suitable gift to reflect their appreciation for God’s gifts.  Prayerfully reflect on the amount of the pledge. It should represent a gift given in gratitude for what God has given and continues to give to you. 

· Remember that each day is God’s gift to you. What you do with it is your gift to God. (Msgr. John Enzler, Archdiocese of Washington, D.C.)
