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Dear Parent,

The safety and well being of the children of our community Should be a matter of highest priority for all members of our community. While you as a parent are the primary educator of your child, we recognize our obligation to support your efforts through lessons on personal safety and safe behaviors. Bishop Morlino has designated November 1-7, 2010 as safe Environment Week for Children. Your child will participate in a lesson intended for that purpose.
The lesson is age-appropriate and is designed to help the children to develop the vocabulary and boundary distinctions necessary to ensure their health and safety. The students will:

1. Discuss safety in general at school and at home; 

2. Identify up to five adults they can turn to in times of need, and write/draw them on the provided worksheet;

3. Recall that those parts of their bodies covered by a swimsuit are private; 

4. Recall that only special safe adults need to see or touch their private body parts in order to keep them healthy and clean.

5. Discuss and practice the “No, Go, Tell” tools they can use to stay safe.

The “No, Go, Tell” tools are simple steps for children to take when they feel unsafe or uncomfortable in a situation. Each step stands for an action. When children feel uncomfortable or unsafe because of the actions of another, they are to:

· Say “NO!” or “STOP!”

· Go away from the situation.

· Tell a safe and trusted adult about the situation.

You may want to review the lesson with your child. Some questions you may use to review at home include:

1. What are some safety rules at school?

2. What are some safety rules at home?

3. What are some things you can do to stay safe when you’re playing in the neighborhood?

4. Who can you talk to if you don’t feel safe?

5. Can you tell me about “No, Go, Tell” safety rules?

Schools and religious education programs always recognize and support parents as the primary educators of their children, and support parents who choose to teach their own children, with regard to these matters. If you would like to do this, contact your school principal or religious education director for the materials.

Parents are encouraged to participate in the Virtus “Protecting God’s Children for Parents” training. This program is designed to assist parents in providing education for personal safety to their children. Another resource for parents is the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children which provides general tips for parents and guardians to help keep their children safer. Their website is www.missingkids.com.

If you have any questions about the session on “Valuing God’s Gift in Ourselves and Others,” please feel free to contact me. 
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